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was present at the original performance of his
sextet. I was sitting quite close to him and had
a good opportunity of observing him. A kindly
little old man, who seemed rather lost in the world.
He was short of stature, but disproportionately
stout. The joking Viennese called him ' ein Rhino-
zeros mit Nachtigallenkehle ' (a rhinoceros with
the throat of a nightingale)."

A very different reception from that of Brahms
awaited Sibelius at Hans Richter's, the celebrated
Wagner conductor, whose advice he sought at
Martin Wegelius' suggestion.

" As leader of the orchestra at the Court Opera
Hans Richter was a powerful man in the musical
world of Vienna. He received me in a very
friendly way and listened attentively to what I
had to say, in spite of my having called on him
during a rehearsal of * Tristan and Isolde/ What
I most wanted at that stage of my development
was guidance in instrumentation. Richter was a
convinced Wagnerian, but not a fanatic, seeing
that he recommended a teacher for me from the
opposite camp.

" It was on Richter's advice that I studied with
Robert Fuchs, a trained orchestrator and prolific
composer in the sphere of both ecclesiastical and
secular music, but best known for his orchestral
serenades and therefore called ' Serenaden-Fuchs *
in private.